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Norfolk Southern 

locomotives can haul 

280 truckloads 
in a single train and  

have the energy to

move a ton of freight 

436 miles 
on just one gallon of fuel.

With that kind of 

horsepower, we offer 

solutions for the most 

urgent transportation, 

energy, and environmental 

problems facing the country 

today – solutions that sup-

port jobs, tax bases, and 

economic development.
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>  W h a t  i s  n o r f o l k  s o u t h e r n  H o r s e P o w e r ?

In the world of transportation, it means solutions and opportunities.
 
Partnerships between Norfolk Southern and government agencies offer 
solutions to meet the rising demand for the transportation services that 
keep the American economy competitive, while creating opportunities to 
reduce highway congestion and environmental degradation. 
 
The outlook is clear. U.S. freight volumes are projected to grow 88 percent 
by 2035 alone. To handle that freight – the things we need for everyday life 
– the U.S. must improve its highway systems and railroad lines and facilities.  
 
The country’s appetite for studying, funding, and building new highways is 
small. But the opportunities for expanding railroad infrastructure and capacity 
are many and varied. Add to that rail’s fuel efficiency, safety, economic, and 
environmental advantages, and you have a big part of the answer to future transportation challenges.    
 
Norfolk Southern is the most experienced and effective partner in working with public parties on projects 
that make business sense and that also serve the broader public interest. In fact, the hallmark of every NS 
public-private partnership is that partners share proportionately in the benefits, costs, and risks. The 
power in partnerships is real. We invite you to review the material in this booklet to see how we can work 
together to take advantage of it. 
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>  p a r t n e r s h i p  P o w e r
America is facing an infrastructure crisis. Our roads 
can’t handle all the traffic.  But there are safe, affordable, 
green solutions if we invest wisely. In the Southeast, 
millions of tons of freight move in single-driver trucks 
along a north-south route. What if instead we could 
move more of this freight by rail?
 
That’s where Norfolk Southern’s Crescent Corridor 
comes in. This existing rail corridor is a 2,500-mile rail 
network that supports the supply chain from New Jersey 
to Memphis, and beyond to New Orleans. NS is making 
improvements to the corridor that will enable it to 
handle more rail freight traffic faster and more reliably. 
The upgrades include straightening curves; adding 
passing lanes, double tracks, and signals; building 
terminals; and running more efficient trains.
 
These improvements will generate big public benefits, 
because they will help both trucks and trains – in 
partnership – do what they do best. For trucks, that 
means moving freight short distances. For rail, that 
means moving freight long distances.
 
Increasing rail’s share of freight along the  
Crescent Corridor could absorb more than a million 
truck hauls each year from interstate highways and 
save the country 170 million gallons of fuel a year. The 
first phase of the Crescent Corridor could be ramped 
up by 2013. 
 
The Crescent Corridor is an economic advantage for 
communities and the country. It’s an engine that 
stimulates jobs, tax revenue, and business growth.
 
It’s a safe, clean, fuel-efficient alternative to 
building new highways. It’s cost-effective and will 
be ready to go before highway projects even get off 
the drawing boards. By partnering with state and local 
government through public-private partnerships, Norfolk 
Southern will be able to upgrade the Crescent 
Corridor much faster and avoid highway expansion.

Crescent Corridor at a glance

Most comprehensive public-private partnership for 
improving freight rail transportation in the East

•  300 miles of new passing tracks and double track
•  New or expanded terminals in 11 markets
•  $2.5 billion in new investment

More options for shippers
•  2,500-mile rail network from New Jersey to Louisiana 

parallel to interstate highways
•  Links Northeast and Southeast (I 20, 40, 59, 75, 76, 77, 

78, 81, 85, 95)

Better train service benefits the environment
•  Trains will attract more than one million trucks per 

year from interstates.
•  Carbon emissions will be reduced by nearly two  

million tons per year.
•  170 million gallons of fuel saved annually 



crescent corridor

East Tennessee

Franklin County, PA

>  N e w  I n t e r m o d a l  T e r m i n a l s 
  p l a n n e d  f o r  C r e s c e n t  C o r r i d o r

NS is making improvements along the corridor that will enable it to operate on faster schedules than exist 
today and with a high level of reliability.  As part of the project, new intermodal terminals are planned near 
Memphis, and in eastern Tennessee, Birmingham, Charlotte, and in Franklin County, Pa.

The public benefits of expanding the nation’s freight rail networks 
will accrue faster when more public-private partnerships are 
implemented. Freight railroads offer a simple, quick, and less 
expensive solution to reducing highway congestion, air pollution, 
and fuel consumption. Increasing rail’s share of freight along the 
Crescent Corridor will generate huge environmental benefits. 
 
Less fuel consumption
A train can haul a ton of freight an average 436 miles on a 
gallon of fuel - almost four times as far as it could move by truck. 
The Crescent Corridor will reduce fuel consumption by 170 million 
gallons per year.

Cleaner air
Greenhouse gas emissions are directly related to fuel consumption. Because 
railroads are nearly four times more fuel efficient than trucks on a ton-mile basis, 
railroads have a smaller carbon footprint. The Crescent Corridor will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 1.9 million tons annually. 

Less traffic on the highway
A train can take the load of 280 trucks – the equivalent of 1,100 cars – off the 
highway. Shifting freight to the Crescent Corridor will create additional capacity for
five million more cars on interstate highways.
 

Faster commutes and safer roads
Greater use of freight rail networks can reduce highway congestion and the need for highway maintenance as well as pressure   
to build costly new roadways. Gridlock today costs the nation an estimated $80 billion in wasted travel time (4.2 billion hours) 
and wasted fuel (2.9 billion gallons). The Crescent Corridor will save $123 million a year by reducing highway delays.

This Train is GREEN
The most fuel-efficient engine on the road 
	 doesn’t use the road at all.
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>  Clean,  Green Relief  for Congested Roads
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* The DOT estimates that congestion will increase significantly by 2035.

Not all interstate highways or rail lines shown
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Benefits to Alabama
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Clean, Green Relief for Congested Roads

BENEFITS TO pennsylvania
690,000	 Annual Trucks Diverted to Rail
9.9 Million Gallons	Fuel Saved per Year
110,000 Tons	 CO2 Reduction per Year
$44.1 Million	 Annual Congestion Savings
$8.6 Million	 Annual Cost of Accidents Avoided
25,901	 Jobs Created

BENEFITS TO ALABAMA
579,000	 Annual Trucks Diverted to Rail
16.6 Million Gallons	 Fuel Saved per Year
185,000 Tons	 CO2 Reduction per Year
$47.3 Million	 Annual Congestion Savings
$14.4 Million	 Annual Cost of Accidents Avoided
8,608	 Jobs Created

BENEFITS TO Virginia
878,000	 Annual Trucks Diverted to Rail
34.7 Million Gallons	 Fuel Saved per Year
385,000 Tons	 CO2 Reduction per Year
$98.8 Million	 Annual Congestion Savings
$30.1 Million	 Annual Cost of Accidents Avoided
300	 Jobs Created

BENEFITS TO mississippi
509,000	 Annual Trucks Diverted to Rail
8.5 Million Gallons	 Fuel Saved per Year
94,000 Tons	 CO2 Reduction per Year
$27.6 Million	 Annual Congestion Savings
$7.4 Million	 Annual Cost of Accidents Avoided
1,065	 Jobs Created

BENEFITS TO tennessee
573,000	 Annual Trucks Diverted to Rail
26.8 Million Gallons	 Fuel Saved per Year
298,000 Tons	 CO2 Reduction per Year
$78.3 Million	 Annual Congestion Savings
$23.3 Million	 Annual Cost of Accidents Avoided
5,121	 Jobs Created
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Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510
www.nscorp.com

>  CONTACTS

09 .0709 .288 .750

Norfolk, Va.
James A. Hixon
Executive Vice President,
	 Law and Corporate Relations
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510
757-629-2370

Washington, D.C.
Bruno Maestri
Vice President,
	 Government Relations
One Constitution Avenue, N.E.,
Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20002
202-675-8201

Marque I. Ledoux
Assistant Vice President,
	 Government Relations
One Constitution Avenue, N.E.,
Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20002
202-675-8202

Darrell L. Wilson
Assistant Vice President,
	 Government Relations
One Constitution Avenue, N.E.,
Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20002
202-675-8200

Alabama
Mississippi
Tennessee

John M. Baker
Assistant Vice President,
	 Government Relations
770 Washington Ave.
Suite 192
Montgomery, AL 36104
334-262-7602

Pennsylvania
Michael R. Fesen
Resident Vice President,
	 Government Relations
4600 Deer Path Road
Suite 202
Harrisburg, PA 17110
717-541-2250

Virginia
W. Bruce Wingo
Resident Vice President,
	 Government Relations
325 Old City Hall 
1001 East Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23219
804-649-2485 

News Media Inquiries
F. S. Brown
Assistant Vice President
	 Corporate Communications
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510
757-629-2710


